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Political Economy and Global Social Change (Graduates) 
 
Topics and Readings: 
 
Nation-states in Globalization 

 
Evans, P. 1997. “The Eclipse of the State?: Reflections on Stateness in an era of Globalization.” World 

Politics 50. 
Weiss, L. 1998. The Myth of the Powerless State. Cornell University Press. Chapter 7. 
Hirst, P, and G Thompson. 1995. "Globalization and the future of the nation state." Economy and 

Society 24:408-442. 
Hirst, P, and G Thompson. 1999. Globalization in question: Polity Press. Chapter 6 and 9. 

 
Institutional Embeddedness 

 
Hall, PA and D Soskice. 2001. “An Introduction to Varieties of Capitalism.” In Varieties of Capitalism: 

The Institutional Foundations of Comparative Advantage. Edited by PA Hall and D Soskice. 
Oxford University Press. 

Boyer, R and JR Hollingsworth. 1997. “From National Embeddedness to Spatial and Institutional 
Nestedness.” In Contemporary Capitalism: The Embeddedness of Institutions. Edited by JR 
Hollingsworth and R Boyer. Cambridge University Press. 

Weiss, L. 2003. “Introduction: Bringing Domestic Institutions Back In.” in States in the Global 
Economy: Bringing Domestic Institutions Back In. Edited by L Weiss. Cambridge University 
Press. 

 
Global Capitalism School 

 
Robinson, WI. 1998. “Beyond Nation-State Paradigms: Globalization, Sociology, and the Challenge of 

Transnational Studies.” Sociological Forum. 13(4). 
Robinson, WI. 2004. A Theory of Global Capitalism: Production, Class, and State in a Transnational 

World. The Johns Hopkins University Press. Chapter 1 and 3. 
Sklair, L. 2006. "Competing Conceptions of Globalization." In Global Social Change: Historical and 

Comparative Perspectives. Edited by C Chase-Dunn and SJ Babones. Johns Hopkins 
University Press. 

 
World-systems Perspective 

 
Chase-Dunn, C. 1999. “Globalization: A World-systems Perspective.” Journal of World-systems 

Research 2. 
Arrighi, G. 1999. “Globalization, State Sovereignty, and the ‘Endless’ Accumulation of Capital.” In 

States and Sovereignty in the Global Economy. Edited by D Smith et al. Routledge. 
Arrighi, G. 1994. The Long Twentieth Century: Money, Power, and the Origins of Our Times. Verso. 

Introduction and Chapter 1. 
Arrighi, G. 2005. "Globalization in World-Systems Perspective." In Critical Globalization Studies. 

Edited by RP Appelbaum and WI Robinson. Routledge. 
Wallerstein, I. 1974. "The Rise and Future Demise of the World Capitalist System: Concepts for 

Comparative Analysis." Comparative Studies in Society and History 16: 387-415. 
(Recommended) 

 
Global Commodity Chain 

 
Gereffi, G, 2005. “The Global Economy: Organization, Governance, and Development.” In Handbook 

of Economic Sociology. Edited by NJ Smelser and R Swedberg. 2nd edition. Princeton 
University Press. 
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Bair, J. 2005. “Global Capitalism and Commodity Chains: Looking Back, Going Forward.” 
Competition and Change 9(2). 

Henderson, J, Dicken, P, Hess, M, Coe, N and HWC Yeung. 2003. “Global Production Networks and 
the Analysis of Economic Development.” Review of International Political Economy 9(3). 

Whitley, R. 1996. “Business Systems and Global Commodity Chains: Competing or Complementary 
Forms of Economic Organization?” Competition and Change 1. 

Hopkins, T and I Wallerstein. 1984. “Commodity Chains in the World-Economy Prior to 1800.” 
Review. X.1. Summer. (Recommended) 

 
Geography of Political Economy 

 
Storper, M. 1997. "Territories, Flows, and Hierarchies in the Global Economy." In Spaces of 

Globalization: Reasserting the Power of the Local. Edited by KR Cox. Guilford Press: 19-44. 
Dicken, P. 2003. Global Shift: Reshaping the Global Economic Map in the 21st Century. 4th Edition. 

The Guilford Press. Chapter 2 and 5. 
Dicken, P, Kelly, PF, Olds, K and HWC Yeung. 2001. “Chains and Networks, Territories, and Scales: 

Towards a Relational Framework for Analyzing the Global Economy.” Global Networks: A 
Journal of Transnational Affairs. 1(2) 

Brenner, N. 1999. "Beyond state-centrism? Space, territoriality, and geographical scale in 
globalization studies." Theory and Society 28: 39-78. 

Bernard, M. 1996. “Regions in the Global Political Economy: Beyond the Local-Global Divide in the 
Formation of the Eastern Asian Region.” New Political Economy 1(3). (Optional) 

 
Financial Globalization or Wal-Mart Globalization? 

 
Harmes, A. 1998. “Institutional Investors and the Reproduction of Neoliberalism.” Review of 

International Political Economy, 5(1). 
Lazonick, W and M O’Sullivan. 2000. “Maximizing shareholder value: a new ideology for corporate 

governance”. Economy and Society. 29(1) 
Seccombe, W. 1999. “Contradictions of Shareholder Capitalism: Downsizing Jobs, Enlisting Savings, 

Destabilizing Families.” Socialist Register. 
Krippner, GR. 2005. “The Financialization of the American Economy.” Socio-Economic Review 3(2): 

173-208 
Henwood, D. 1997. Wall Street: How It Works and for Whom. Verso. (Optional) 
Lichtenstein, N. ed. 2006. Wal-Mart: the Face of Twenty-first-century Capitalism. New Press. Chapter 

1, 5, 7, 11, and 12. 
 
Bonacich, Edna and JB Wilson. 2007. Getting the Goods: Ports, Labor, and the Logistics Revolution. 

Cornell University Press. (Optional) 
 
Global Cities 

 
Chase-Dunn, C. 1985. “The System of World Cities, AD 800-1975.” In Urbanization in the World-

Economy. Edited by Michael Timberlake. Academic Press, Inc. 
Friedmann, J. 1986. “The World City Hypothesis.” Development and Change 17. 
Brenner, N. 1998. “Global Cities, Global States: Global City Formation and State Territorial 

Restructuring in Contemporary Europe.” Review of International Political Economy. 5(1). 
Keil, R. 1998. “Globalization Makes States: Perspectives of Local Governance in the Age of the World 

City.” Review of International Political Economy 5(4). 
Slater, E. 2004. “The Flickering Global City.” Journal of World-Systems Research. X(3).  
Sassen, S. 1999. “Global Financial Centers.” Foreign Affairs 78(1). 
Brenner, N. and N Theodore. 2002. “Cities and the Geographics of ‘Actually Existing Neoliberalism.” 

In Spaces of Neoliberalism: Urban Restructuring in North America and Western Europe. 
Edited by N Brenner and N Theodore. Blackwell. (Recommended) 



3 

 

Sassen, S. 2002. “Locating Cities on Global Circuits.” In Global Networks: Linked Cities. Edited by S 
Sassen. Routledge. 

Harvey, D. 1989. “From Managerialism to Entrepreneurialism: The Transformation in Urban 
Governance in Late Capitalism.” Geografiska Annaler. 71B (1). (Recommended) 

Tilly, C. 1983. “Flows of Capital and Forms of Industry in Europe, 1500-1900.” Theory and Society 12. 
(Recommended) 

Sassen, S. 2001. The Global City: New York, London, Tokyo. 2nd edition. Princeton University Press. 
(Optional) 

Taylor, PJ. 2004. World City Network: A Global Urban Analysis. Routledge. (Optional) 
 
Transnational Capitalist Formation and Transnational Corporations 

 
Sklair, L. 2001. The Transnational Capitalist Class. Blackwell. Chapter 1, 2, 3, and 9. 
Winder, GM. 2006. “Webs of Enterprise 1850-1914: Applying a Broad Definition of FDI.” Annals of 

the Association of American Geographers. 96(4). 
Brayshay, M., M Cleary and J Selwood. 2005. “Interlocking Directorships and Trasnational Linkages 

within the British Empire, 1900-1930.” Area. 37(2). 
Fennema, M and K van der Pijl. 1987. “International Bank Capital and the New Liberalism.” In 

Intercorporate Relations: The Structural Analysis of Business. Edited by M Mizruchi and M 
Schwartz. Cambridge University Press. 

Robinson, WI. 2004. A Theory of Global Capitalism: Production, Class, and State in a Transnational 
World. The Johns Hopkins University Press. Chapter 2. 

Nollert, M. "Transnational Corporate Ties: A Synopsis of Theories and Empirical Findings." Journal 
of World Systems Research XI(2). 

Carroll, W and M Fennema. 2004. “Problems in the Study of the Transnational Business Community.” 
International Sociology. 19(3). 

Carroll, W and M Fennema. 2002. “Is There a Transnational Business Community?” International 
Sociology. 17(3). (Recommended) 

Kentor, J and YS Jang. 2004. “Yes, There is a Growing Transnational Business Community: A Study 
of Global Interlocking Directorates 1983-1998.” International Sociology. 19(3). (Optional) 

Kentor, J. 2005. “The Growth of Transnational Corporate Networks: 1962-1998.” Journal of World-
Systems Research. XI, 2 (Optional). 

Sklair, L. 2002. “The Transnational Capitalist Class and Global Politics: Deconstructing the Corporate-
State Connection.” International Political Science Review. 23(2). (Recommended) 

Van der Pijl, K. 1984. The Making of an Atlantic Ruling Class. Verso. (Optional) 
Van der Pijl, K. 1998. Transnational Classes and International Relations. Routledge. Chapter 2 and 4. 

(Recommended) 
 
Transnational and Local Movements 

 
Silver, B. 2003. Forces of Labor: Workers’ Movements and Globalization since 1870. Cambridge 

University Press. Introduction and Chapter 5 
Silver, B and G Arrighi. 2003. “Polanyi’s Double Movement: The Belle Epoques of British and US 

Hegemony Compared.” Politics and Society. 31(2). 
Evans, P. 2005. "Counter-Hegemonic Globalization: Transnational Social Movements in the 

Contemporary Global Political Economy." In The Handbook of Political Sociology: States, 
Civil Societies, and Globalization. Edited by T Janoski et al.. Cambridge. 

Ayres, JM. 2001. "Transnational Political Processes and Contention Against the Global Economy." 
Mobilization: An International Quarterly 6:55-68. 

Chase-Dunn, C, and B Gills. 2003. "Understanding Waves of Globalization and Resistance in the 
Capitalist World System: Social Movements and Critical Globalization Studies." In Critical 
Globalization Studies. Edited by RP Appelbaum and WI Robinson. Routledge. 

Harrod, J and R O’Brien eds. 2002. Global Unions: Theory and Strategies of Organized Labor in the 
Global Political Economy. Routledge. Chapter 1 and 5. 
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Smith, MP. 1988. City, State, and Market: The Political Economy of Urban Society. Basil Blackwell. 
Chapter 8 and 9. 

Silver, B, and E Slater. 1999. "The Social Origins of World Hegemonies." Chaos and Governance in 
the Modern World System. Edited by G Arrighi et al.. University of Minnesota Press: 151–
240 (Recommended) 

Moran, J. 1998. "The Dynamics of Class Politics and National Economies in Globalisation: The 
Marginalisation of the Unacceptable?" Capital and Class: 53-84. (Optional) 


