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UnobstrusiveUnobstrusive ResearchResearch



REVIEWREVIEW

•• Unobtrusive ResearchUnobtrusive Research
–– METHODS of studying social behavior without METHODS of studying social behavior without 

affectingaffecting
–– Qualitative or quantitativeQualitative or quantitative
–– Content analysis, historical comparison, etc.Content analysis, historical comparison, etc.



CONTENT ANALYSISCONTENT ANALYSIS
•• Manifest ContentManifest Content

–– The concrete terms contained in The concrete terms contained in 
communicationcommunication

–– Things you can see or count. You donThings you can see or count. You don’’t have t have 
to read into it.to read into it.

•• Latent ContentLatent Content
–– The underlying meanings of communicationThe underlying meanings of communication
–– LetLet’’s you speculate and use personal analysis s you speculate and use personal analysis 

more, but can make things more uncertain more, but can make things more uncertain 
and unclear.and unclear.



CONTENT ANALYSISCONTENT ANALYSIS

•• AdvantagesAdvantages
–– Economy, safety, span of timeEconomy, safety, span of time

•• DisadvantagesDisadvantages
–– Limited to recorded communicationLimited to recorded communication
–– Reliability and validityReliability and validity



COMPARATIVE and COMPARATIVE and 
HISTORICAL RESEARCHHISTORICAL RESEARCH
•• The examination of societies (or other The examination of societies (or other 

social units) over time and in comparison social units) over time and in comparison 
with one another.with one another.

•• Used to provide historically grounded Used to provide historically grounded 
explanations of largeexplanations of large--scale and scale and 
substantively important outcomessubstantively important outcomes
–– Social class, capitalism, religious movements, Social class, capitalism, religious movements, 

etc.etc.



COMPARATIVE and COMPARATIVE and 
HISTORICAL RESEARCHHISTORICAL RESEARCH
•• ItIt’’s different in these ways:s different in these ways:

–– Finding patterns in huge amounts of data, Finding patterns in huge amounts of data, 
often called often called ideal typesideal types



Sampling and data analysis are Sampling and data analysis are 
generally more complex in generally more complex in 
content analysis because:content analysis because:
A.A. TThe method is less highly developed than he method is less highly developed than 

other modes of observationother modes of observation
B.B. BBoth sampling and data analysis are not as oth sampling and data analysis are not as 

appropriateappropriate
C.C. SSampling error cannot be calculatedampling error cannot be calculated
D.D. CCurrent statistical techniques do not applyurrent statistical techniques do not apply
E.E. TThe units of analysis are not always clearhe units of analysis are not always clear



Which sampling technique is Which sampling technique is 
applicable in content analysis?applicable in content analysis?

A.A. SSimple randomimple random
B.B. SSystematicystematic
C.C. SStratifiedtratified
D.D. PPurposiveurposive
E.E. AAll of the abovell of the above



Dr.ReeseDr.Reese wants to count the number of wants to count the number of 
times the word times the word ‘‘transnational solidaritytransnational solidarity’’
appears in the previous World Social appears in the previous World Social 
Forum. She is examining: Forum. She is examining: 

A.A. LLatent structureatent structure
B.B. MManifest contentanifest content
C.C. LLatent contentatent content
D.D. None of the aboveNone of the above



Dr.ScottDr.Scott codes how frequently codes how frequently 
Desperate Wives portrays sexual Desperate Wives portrays sexual 
activities. He is examining:activities. He is examining:

A.A. MManifest contentanifest content
B.B. Latent contentLatent content
C.C. SSociometricociometric choiceschoices
D.D. Sociological encountersSociological encounters
E.E. BlauBlau’’ss spacespace



According to your text, According to your text, DurkheimDurkheim
used for his study on suicide:used for his study on suicide:

A.A. SSurveysurveys
B.B. EExperimentsxperiments
C.C. OObservationbservation
D.D. GGovernmental statisticsovernmental statistics
E.E. EEvaluation researchvaluation research



The major disadvantages of The major disadvantages of 
analyzing existing data is:analyzing existing data is:

A.A. EEthical violationsthical violations
B.B. EErrors in codingrrors in coding
C.C. IInappropriate statistical techniquesnappropriate statistical techniques
D.D. RReliability of measureseliability of measures
E.E. VValidity of measuresalidity of measures



The goal of historical analysis is to:The goal of historical analysis is to:

A.A. SStudy events more intensively than a tudy events more intensively than a 
historian would dohistorian would do

B.B. IInterrelate specific eventsnterrelate specific events
C.C. FFocus on generalized understanding of ocus on generalized understanding of 

changes over time and among cultureschanges over time and among cultures
D.D. FFocus less on people and more on ocus less on people and more on 

historical ideas or statisticshistorical ideas or statistics



Dr.AguirreDr.Aguirre performed his historical analysis performed his historical analysis 
of race relations over the last 50 years now of race relations over the last 50 years now 
at work developing a conceptual framework at work developing a conceptual framework 
composed of the essence of racism. He composed of the essence of racism. He 
detailed core features of racism to create a detailed core features of racism to create a 
theoretical model of theoretical model of ‘‘perfectperfect’’ racism. He racism. He 
used which one:used which one:

A.A. HHermeneuticsermeneutics
B.B. IIdeal typedeal type
C.C. WeberWeber’’s s verstehenverstehen
D.D. PParadigm shiftaradigm shift


	Chapter 11
	REVIEW
	CONTENT ANALYSIS
	CONTENT ANALYSIS
	COMPARATIVE and HISTORICAL RESEARCH
	COMPARATIVE and HISTORICAL RESEARCH
	Sampling and data analysis are generally more complex in content analysis because:
	Which sampling technique is applicable in content analysis?
	Dr.Reese wants to count the number of times the word ‘transnational solidarity’ appears in the previous World Social Forum. Sh
	Dr.Scott codes how frequently Desperate Wives portrays sexual activities. He is examining:
	According to your text, Durkheim used for his study on suicide:
	The major disadvantages of analyzing existing data is:
	The goal of historical analysis is to:
	Dr.Aguirre performed his historical analysis of race relations over the last 50 years now at work developing a conceptual fram

